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ABSTRACT

The Niger Delta region of Nigeria is a wealthy ardtis rich in natural resources, especially crudé. The region is
equally good for international trade because of herbours which encourage the berthing of foreigading vessels.
Ironically, the Niger Delta has become a good fiitation of the Shakespearean saying that “foul ag fand fair is
foul.”With its abundant wealth, the Niger Delta feg has become too restive and insecure becausigegboverty and
underdevelopment ravaging the people. This papam@es in historical perspective the blessings antses of the
region between 1800 and 1960. In the 1800s, thef&aan mutual trade relations with the delta regwere still at their
best while in 1960 Nigeria was granted politicati@pendence, and oil exploration in the country st@bkat its teething
stage with the first oil export from the countrgtjin 1959. The study is thematic, using the hisaébmethods of analysis
and narration. Its data derive from the secondawyrses. The paper argues that the misfortuneseNiger Delta stem
centrally from fortunes and greed. But particularfyom European traders who spread the gospel oividdal

accumulation in the region and encouraged the petplccept and live by it.
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